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1. GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE THEMES

Biodiversity 
As seen  in the Arborist plan of the site, the central hedgerows within the site are to be removed 
It is then recommended to augment any existing vegetation with new dense woodland, native 
hedges and wildflower mix, bolstering the ecological grounding and biodiversity of the site.  

Additional native hedge areas are proposed to connect to existing vegetation in a wider 
context. Furthermore, understorey planting of new trees is also proposed. In grassed areas, wild 
flower/meadow mixes are being introduced to increase the range and species present on site. 
Therefore,  appropriate additional habitats are being introduced to the site area which will both 
preserve and contribute to the existing ecological networks and overall biodiversity value of the 
subject site. 

Open Space 
Public  open spaces have been provided in throughout the site. These areas are thoughtfully 
designed to create an enjoyable communal experience, with clear Landscape Architecture 
principles guiding our design approach, and ecological principles guiding our planting 
approach. 

Sustainable Water Management
Natural SUDS measures have been introduced where appropriate as part of the proposed 
development. 

It is proposed to introduce permeable paving in private parking spaces serving the 
development.  The goal of permeable paving is to control stormwater at the source to reduce 
runoff. In addition to reducing surface runoff, permeable paving has the dual benefit of 
improving water quality by trapping suspended solids and filtering pollutants in the substrata 
layers.

Swales are grassed channels proposed to run parallel and adjacent to selected roads 
throughout the site.  The roads, footpaths and cycle lanes in these areas will be linked to the 
swales, and rainfall from these surfaces may then be percolated to the soil. Grassed swales also 
enhance surface water runoff quality as the blades of grass slow down water flow, allowing 
suspended particles to filter and settle out of suspension. The swales will be connected to 
the surface water network so that any excess flows can be directed to the mains rather than 
overspilling to open spaces on the site. 

Landscape 
The proposed development has been designed to be integrated sensitively into a high quality 
landscaped  environment consisting of grasslands and enhaancing existing vegetation. The 
overall character of the landscape shall be naturalised with a range of habitats, hedgerow, trees 
and grassland. This will add to the green infrastructure of the local area and shall feed into the 
existing hedgerows and trees surrounding the proposal.
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2. GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.

Objectives of the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 relating to Forest Road, Residential Development:

DMS0125 - We  have aimed to protect and protect the existing group of trees and hedgerows along the site perimeter.

DMS0126 - Protection  of trees and hedgerows during development will be implemented with the use of Heras Fencing 
(Please refer to Arborist Report & Drawings for more details).

DMS0127 - We have incorporated native species into our planting scheme.

DMS0128 - We  have ensured trees, hedgerows and other features demarcating townland boundaries are preserved and 
incorporated into the development where appropriate.

DMS0129 - We  have carefully considered the tree selection and proximity of tree planting to dwellings and ensure there 
are no potential clashes.

DMS0133 - We  have ensured new trees do not cause interference with proposed streetlights, locating trees at least 7m 
away from the centre of the lighting pole.

DMS0134 - Please refer to Arborist Report for more detail on:
- Tree and hedgerow removal
- Tree and hedgerow retention 

DMS0136 - We  have a considered street lighting through the design and have kept trees away from lighting. - approx 7m 
from light stand

DMS0137 - We have ensured that removed trees will be replaced with suitable native species 
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE DESIGN - FULL SITE - METHODOLOGY

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.

The landscape design will provide for the following;  

1. Support an increase in species and new habitats in and around the 
new Development.
2. Provide a wide variety of Park areas with a range of habitats and 
amenity spaces to meet the needs of nature and residents.
3. Be equipped to cope with the effects of climate change and 
weather events, this includes the integration of Suds into the landscape 
design, swales and permeable paving. 
4. The landscape design has been developed to fit into the landscape 
setting and the surrounding context.

The proposed landscape design seeks to use native landscape 
materials in a high development low impact way, i.e. the use of 
natural materials, planting (native pollinator) to achieve a sustainable 
landscape that will increase the range of species and or improve the 
existing landscape habitat on site.
The sustainable nature of the design requires it to be used by both 
nature and people, based on the following principles;
 
1. Connectivity – A well-connected green space network that can 
serve both humans – amenity and nature – biodiversity. Theses shall 
link to the external landscape wherever possible.
2. Multifunctionality - Provision of a number of ecosystems within the 
development, combined between human and natural needs. 
3. Integration – Interactions and links between grey and green 
infrastructure, Suds interventions. Liaise with the consulting Engineers on 
drainage.
4. Diversity – Enhancing the different structures that are in place – 
managed/artificial or natural and combine them as a sustainable 
landscape design. (Large or small).
5. Applicability – Considers if the proposals are realistic, that were 
developed by the design team . I.e. if the solutions to sustainable issues 
are adaptable to the site or not.
6. Continuity – Sustainable, the landscape proposals must be 
realistic and useable into the future. A level of monitoring and 
periodic evaluation may be required. This would be seen in terms of 
maintenance and management. 

Existing Green Infrastructure

Overall Site Boundary Line

Links - between new and existing green infrastructure
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE HEDGEROW - FULL SITE

Pumping Station Area
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.

H1 - Rosa canina

H1 - Prunus spinosaH1 - Craetagus monogyna

H1 - Loniceria periclyme-
num Graham Thomas

H2 - Fagus sylvatica H3 - Elaeagnus x ebbingei

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE HEDGEROW - PUMPING STATION AREA
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE DESIGN - TREE PLANTING - FULL SITE

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.

Proposed Tree Planting - Overall Site 

Pumping Station Area
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE DESIGN - TREE PLANTNG - PUMPING STATION AREA

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJ.
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POS Tree Mix- 
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T6 - Prunus avium 'Plena' T8 -  Tilia cordata

POS Tree Mix- 
Corylus avellana

POS Tree Mix- 
Crataegus monogyna

POS Tree Mix- 
Ilex aquifolium

POS Tree Mix- 
Sorbus aucuparia


